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As the above outline shows, there is much that is true and fruitful 
in this book. Certainly there is room for such a discussion of reli- 
gious experience as that for which Petran pleads. We cannot but feel, 
however, that his book would have been more effective if it had been 
shorter. With characteristic German thoroughness he has gathered 
together everything that has been said upon his subject in modern 
German literature, and the freedom of his own treatment is hampered, 
as proves so often the case in German books otherwise excellent, by 
the consciousness of the presence of this great cloud of witnesses. Of 
the English literature on his subject Petran apparently knows nothing, 
even a book lying so directly in his field as Stearns' Evidence of Chris- 
tian Experience being ignored. 

With the practical conclusions of the author we are in hearty sym- 
pathy. He pleads for a theology which shall make earnest with that 
conception of experience which is constantly on its lips. Especially 
does he contend for an exegesis which shall be not merely a catalogue of 
the opinions held by the different writers of Scripture, but a study of 
their spiritual life. For this, as all agree, is the great significance of 
the Bible, that it is a living book — not a thesaurus of theological doc- 
trines merely, but a record of the life-experiences of men renewed by 
the Spirit of God and witnessing to others of the new life in which they 
rejoice. Is it not time, we may well ask, that this point of view, 
theoretically recognized, shall be more consistently applied in practice 
then is often the case in our exegesis ? Wm. Adams Brown. 

Union Theological Seminary, 

New York, N. Y. 



The Range of Christian Experience. Being the Twenty-eighth 
Fernley Lecture. Delivered in Hull, July, 1 898. By Richard 
Waddy Moss, Classical Tutor, Didsbury College. Lon- 
don: Charles H. Kelly, 1898. Pp. xii+114. 

The author modestly claims that he has written only a lecture, not 
a complete and exhaustive treatise, and in a suggestive and practical 
way pointed out some of the experiences of those who accept Chris- 
tianity with the heart. 

The rules and motives which Christianity presents enable one to 
use his bodily organs and powers so as to avoid over-indulgence and 
over-restraint, keeping the body in subordination to the mind. To the 
mind itself Christianity is a coordinating force, which gives to the 
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reason both its proper scope and restraint, while it prompts to the 
highest culture, and promotes humility under a consciousness of igno- 
rance. It promotes spiritual health, independently of external con- 
ditions, by producing an equilibrium of the instincts, of which the 
religious instinct in every man is supreme. It harmonizes man with 
his environment by putting him in right relations with nature, and 
humanity, and God. Christian faith gives the believer hope for the 
race, which philosophy cannot do, least of all evolution. The Chris- 
tian's personal faith delivers him from the tyranny of self, by substi- 
tuting Christ for self as the supreme object of love and service. Thus 
perfection of character is finally to be attained through the har- 
monious cooperation of personal endeavor and divine grace, man 
working out his own salvation inspired by the assurance that God is 
working in him. 

Rarely are so many practical and suggestive thoughts packed into 
so little space in so orderly a manner, and expressed with such clear- 
ness and force. Passages of Scripture illuminate and confirm the 
author's ideas. There is no extravagance of thought or language. 
There is abundant testimony to prove that Christianity can do all that 
the author claims for it. The book should be read with close atten- 
tion, and thoughtfulness. Its suggestiveness will compel the reader 
often to pause and follow out trains of thought started by it in his 
mind. It is eminently a thought-provoking book, and will richly 
repay thoughtful reading and re-reading. N. S. Burton. 

Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

Theologia Pectoris : Outlines of Religious Faith and Prac- 
tice, founded on Intuition and Experience. By James 
Muscutt Hodgson, M.A., D.Sc, D.D., Principal of the 
Theological Hall of the Congregational Churches of Scot- 
land. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1898; New York: 
Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons. Pp. 208. #1.40. 

Theologia pectoris properly denotes a theology which meets the 
deepest wants of man's spiritual nature, and so verifies itself in the 
experience of him who best understands and most thoroughly appro- 
priates that theology. The theology precedes the experience and 
conditions it, and hence does not arise from the experience as its 
source. The word of God, his objective revelation to man, coming as 
it does from the author of our being, finds us and fits us. The 



